Submariner Memorials
Winston Churchill reportedly said “Of all the branches of men in the forces there is none which shows more devotion and faces grimmer perils than the submariner”. There are numerous memorials throughout the UK, and here we take a look at the four principal UK Submariner Memorials which commemorate over 5,000 British submariners who have been lost both in peace time and in war since the first, HMS A-1 on 18 March 1904, which is commemorated at Clayhall Royal Navy Cemetery, Gosport.
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National Submarine War Memorial

Situated on the Victoria Embankment in London, between Waterloo and Blackfriars bridges, this memorial commemorates the Royal Navy submariners who lost their lives in both the First and Second World Wars. The original was unveiled on 15 December 1922, and further panels were unveiled on 15 November 1959. It is built into a granite pier previously forming part of the entrance to Temple Pier. The memorial is now Grade II* listed, as of January 2017. Figure 1: Submarine War Memorial

Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/0/0c/National_Submarine_War_Memorial_%2843062334710%29.jpg 
Donald Judge from England, CC BY 2.0 

Combined Services Memorial
Westminster Abbey’s west cloister houses the Combined Services Memorial, commemorating not only the Submarine Service of the Royal 



	Source:  https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/e/e9/Submarine_Service_Memorial%2C_Westminster_Abbey%2C_London_-_November%2C_2012_%288225173532%29.jpg Figure 2: Submarine Service Memorial, Westminster

Dan Perry from Atlanta, USA, CC BY 2.0 via Wiki Commons


Navy but also the Commandos, and all ranks of the Airborne Forces and Special Air Service. There are “three bronze figures in stone niches, with the dates 1939 and 1945 on tablets between. The models for the figures were serving members of the forces – the submariner was modelled on Leading Seaman Reginald Read, the Commando on Company Sergeant Major Ayres, and the representative of the Parachute Regiment was Corporal Howard Elliott. The memorial was unveiled by Winston Churchill on 21st May 1948. Beneath the sailor is a bronze plaque with two naval badges and the inscriptions:
To the Glory of God and in memory of the officers and men of the Submarine branch of the Royal Navy who have given their lives both in peace and war. The last enemy that shall be destroyed is death”. 
Submarine Memorial Chapel of St Nicholas, Fort Blockhouse 

As described by Historic England:
“Built in 1917 to commemorate Royal Navy and Allied submariners lost at sea during the First World War…...is listed at Grade II…..a memorial chapel to the Submarine Service of the Royal Navy whose critical role in naval warfare was affirmed in the First World War; wartime submarine service was extremely hazardous and this memorial chapel is especially poignant given its location at Fort Blockhouse (HMS Dolphin), the principal base and spiritual home of Britain’s Submarine Service during the C20, from which many submariners went to sea and lost their lives; for its historic association with Fort Blockhouse, a bastioned artillery fort that, historically, was central to the defence of Portsmouth Harbour in the C18 and C19, subsequently becoming a Royal Engineers establishment in the late C19, before serving as a principal submarine base during the C20.

	Source: https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Memorial_at_the_Submarine_Museum,_Gosport,_Hampshire_-_geograph.org.uk_-_2403474.jpgFigure 3: Memorial at the Submarine Museum, Gosport

Memorial at the Submarine Museum, Gosport, Hampshire by Peter Trimming, CC BY-SA 2.0 








Dundee International Submarine Memorial
Dedicated 17 September 2009

Dundee’s HMS Ambrose was the base for the Royal Navy’s 2nd Submarine Flotilla between August and October 1939 and between 18 April 1940 until the end of the Second World War, the base for the 9th Submarine Flotilla. The 9th was unique, an international flotilla including crews from Poland, the Netherlands, France and Norway after those countries were invaded and occupied by the Nazi regime. Russian submarine crews also operated from Dundee during the summer of 1944. Dundee based submarines attacked enemy supply shipping, supported convoys to the Soviet Union, laid mines from the French submarine Rubis, and landed saboteurs and supplies in Norway. HMS Venturer from Dundee remains the only submerged submarine to sink another, U-864. 

	Source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Dundee_Submarine_Memorial_Remembrance_Service_2011.jpeg#filelinksFigure 4: Dundee Submarine Memorial
Remembrance Service 2011
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Six British, Dutch, Norwegian and Russian submarines were lost while on patrol from Dundee and two hundred and ninety-six British, Dutch, Free French, Norwegian and Russian sailors and commandos lost their lives, few of whom have any known grave. 
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